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How to Find 
Scholarships for College
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Plan and Prepare

• Begin researching as early as possible –
• Schedule time out of your day
• When is the deadline?
• What is required? Essay, video, both?
• One-time or renewable

• Be creative – think outside the box
• Employers – student and parents
• Religious affiliation
• Interests and hobbies
• Military
• Community organizations
• Brainstorm with fellow students and family

• Create a checklist and stick to it
• Deadlines
• High school transcripts
• Begin collecting letters of recommendations
• Prepare a thank you letter

TEE:
Time

Energy
Effort
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Scholarship Tips

• Cast a big net when searching for scholarships
• Competition
• Out of 100 scholarships, you may only 

qualify for 10
• Read and follow eligibility requirements and 

criteria
• Essays

• Type
• Review, review, review
• Add personal style and personality
• Tailor essays for each application

• Application
• Follow instructions
• Submit any/all documentation
• Review, review, review
• Confirm receipt of application



Scholarship Resources

• High school guidance counselor

• Local businesses, public library, your church

• Employers, service organizations
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Search locally…

Search colleges

• College websites

• Contact college financial aid office



Local Scholarship…
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Source:  https://www.ctphilanthropy.org/resources/scholarships-youth-opportunities



College…
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Source: https://www.admissions.purdue.edu/



Scholarship Resources
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Search on-line…

• State Commission on Higher Education

• Military

• Collgeboard.org

• Fastweb.com

• Petersons.com

• Scholarships.com



Beware of Scams
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Source:  studentaid.ed.gov

• You don’t have to pay for help finding money for college
• Commercial financial aid services may cost $1000 or more

• What’s being promised
• Is the service worth the money
• Too good to be true
• Are they delivering what they promised

• Federal Trade Commission
• www.consumer.ftc.gov/financialaid

BEWARE
Buy now or 

miss this 
opportunity

BEWARE
We guarantee 
you will get aid

BEWARE
I’ve got aid for 
you, give me 
your credit 

card

http://www.consumer.ftc.gov/financialaid
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Retaining Your Scholarship

1. Meet the deadlines

2. Understand requirements and stipulations
• Grade Point Average (GPA and Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP)
• Full-time status
• Service requirements
• Designated field of study

3. Communicate 
• Ask questions
• Time off from school
• Unforeseen circumstances



Let’s Review
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Prepare

• Begin Search Early

• Beware of Scams

• Understand Requirements

• Stay Committed and Organized

Apply

• Details – Details – Details

• Review – Review – Review

• Cast a Big Net

• Confirmation

Follow-up

• Renewable or One-Time

• Thank You Letter

• Missed Opportunities

• Sit Back and Relax

TEE:
Time

Energy
Effort



Thank You for Attending
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Tricia Poplicean

College Access Counselor | Student Choice

Please contact us with any additional questions.

http://www.studentchoice.org/college-access-counselor/

Scholarhelp@studentchoice.org

http://www.studentchoice.org/college-access-counselor/
mailto:Scholarhelp@studentchoice.org

